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KAYLIE SMITH

shrewd in its gaze. Something unnatural. But the thought that it
might be supernaturalhad never crossed her mind.

Neither did the prospect that the feathered beasts would turn
rnto full-blown omens.

The next day, however, the first crow was joined by another,

trading shrieks as she walked to the Porta Portese flea market,

and again as she walked back to the town house Ophelia had

arranged for the duration of the trip. lt was that night that the

pair had turned into a trio, tapping their beaks against her bed-

room window well into the witching hours.

But despite it being clear that there was something off about

the birds, Genevieve still wasn't ready to face her suspicion as

to why they were pursuing her. Only after her visit to the Col-

osseum, where she should have been an indistinguishable face

amongst a sea of equally clich6d tourists, dld the crows become

impossible to ignore.

She'd dressed for the day as drably as she was capable o( hop-

ing it might help mitigate any unwanted attention from the birds.

Her gown was made of blush chiffon, the hem and sleeves adorably

ruffled, and her loose golden-brown curls were swept up in a simple

chignon atop her head. She didn't bother with gloves or any sort of
jewelry-like herself, corvids enjoyed shiny rhings a bit too much.

Her effort was rewarded when her walk to the ancient amphi-

theater was uneventful. Her stroll staying even-paced as she made

her vi,ay further and further from the town house without spotting

a single one of the feathered fiends. Nor was she bothered while

she followed a guide around the magnificent attraction.

No, it wasnt until the sun finally dropped below the horizon,

turning everything from warm gold to cold silver, and she stepped

back outside with the rest of her tour group, that the caws of the

murder came with it. A crow was perched on every single rooftop

and streetlamp, and the scene of a hundred beady gazes locking
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onto her face in the middle of the bustling crou'd u't-"-'-j

fade from her memories' Nor would the echo of the'b:

tion in her lungs as she ran through the cobbiestone sr'

,r+rit" ah. birds chased after het in a frenzy of shriek' r

ftt. crows nevet hatmed her' never left her t''

scratch on her skin as they swooped too low for cttnt

.h" .ro*d, around her screaming in terror' Nor ir'

hri, o.r, of place on her head' They only offered rhc

feeling of being rushed'

Shed hoped for a sign and she'd certainlv gotten

"l'11 go!" she shouted at the birds' "I just need a ir

Then they did geta little too close to her-theLr

ing against her hair, her back' her skirts-as rhe

.o*urd the town house faster and faster'

She pounded up the path to her front door' he

bling for the gilded key in her cape's pocket as the i

,i.""tf-t the ait and began to land on the windou' I

bul.oiy above' She shoved the key into the loc'i

for the click before pushing herself inside and 'p:

stalrs.-- 
I justhad'to askfor a sign' she admonished herse

N ow I can' t Put it off anY longer'

Throwing open the double doors to the prin

hauled a trunk up onto the bed' She cringed a.. i

reverberated against the windows of the far wall

ou", ,h" glass and sent a hair'raising screech thr

inky feathers fluttered over the panes'

Tossing dresses, skirts' and undergarments on

muttered, "lt's in here somewhete'"

When she finally reached the bottom of the c'

out the item she was searching for' the pecking h

It was a black envelope embossed rvith an :
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When she'd opened the letter for the {irst time [:c"'

ha,-1 noticed that the ink of some of the letrers hal -

slightly, making parts of certain words appear rhi: < -

orL.r.. Revealing an all-too-familiar shape amonq>i :

A crou''
i'po*r-t.a fucking bitds"' she muttered'

,h" o*t" was btatant now-as was the seniatL l-

lrom the parchment' The slight btzz o{ rvarmth 
"''

.h.'d b""rrt'aining herself to recognize in tecent n''L'- :

Iknowthe spring equinoxis soon' lr71 | in51's1 rr ;i I

" 
L.r,"tt.'e had always intended to teave Rcr'-

.,f time before rhe equinox' but between her nert '

;itv'sattractions'''
Better Late than neuer ' 

right?

She shovecl the invitation back inside the pa:'

-..nd clasped her trunks closed' lt was time'

Behind her the murder reached a crescend')' :'

:rng the glass panes so hard she wasrit sure hctn '-

.l'rattered' Their caws were thunderous as tl-rei:

.r)ntinued to beat in sync with her h".":',

,,I,m going," she grunted as she hauled her lus"'

,i-t. ,u"ight of the trunks near\ too heavy'

But'iht" 'h" 
frnally turned around' readt' t" l

JisaPPeared'

design, the swirling patterns foiied in glittering silver. Its match-

ing wax seal featured an image of a thorned branch adcrned with

wild roses ancl berries, a large letter "S" embedded in the center.

]nside was a piece of veh,ety parchment more luxurious than any

paper she'd ever felt, and the words elegantly scrawled across it

were in rich sapphire ink.

Genevieve pulled rhe letter from its a1read1, torn sleeve,

unfblding it as a heavy sensation settled over her shoulders. Her

bbod began to heat as she reerd it once again.

From the ftfi ,/ the Enchantra Eiate

Dearett Teuie,

My deeyat ayologiu that it ha tatren nc u long to get laetr to ytu. The

dtuntion with myJamily hat grown increatingfy comylicatel ner tle ycarr

anl I'm Eaid tlut tintc got awayJron ne. I wont lore yoa toa mwl with

tie dctalb.

r lnow thcre il much we havc tt lilcwt, evcw beymd the tayiu aJ yoar

letterr, anl n I matt iruirt tle two o/ w do ru in yerton.

I milrl etfren mv mott ardnt regret tlat we lel thtng thc way we lil
and that I neglected tr reacl out lefre now,lut I woald very macL like to

rectt/y ry niiaku.
Enchtcl tu a mall g/tfor yur havel ayewet. Plcare do not take it at

clarity, -fm I Lnow law yu are; bwt at ratler I ilave uore than I, or my

lin, lnm what to fu witl, and it't thc lcat r caw ofer in order to reutite

oar acqaaintanee, I lnow tlc ryring eqaina fu uon, lut I ittritt vou vitit ur

lefire itu evc, dt I will lavc a lrief tablaticalJron mJ dutiet to Kntx, I
lemnnl you virit, actually. Plw, thc denotlcrriu will lc yerJcctf riye.

See you very finn.

vrur ollJrund,

Barrington Silver
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nothing but her stuffed animals and dolls to talk to. As the

eldest, Ophelia would be the only one to inherit their mother's

magic, and it had taken Genevieve years to realize how their

mother's focus on Ophelia had made her feel like an only child.

And left her with a constant need to be in a crowd. Or someone

eise's bed.

Genevieve had become accustomed to hiding her own magic,

terrified of her mother finding out about her power and shelter-

ing her like Ophie. She told herself she wanted nothing to do

with Tessie Grimm's outlandish world. Then her mother had

died, just a few months ago, and Ophelia had taken over their

family's legacy. Instead of their mother's approach, Ophelia had

decided to embrace her Necromancer title by becoming a sort

of problem-fixer for every paranormal being who arrived on

Grimm Manor's doorstep in recent months-W'itches, Ghosts,

Vampires, Deurls-and it made Genevieve realize just how will-
full1 naive she'd been about the world.

Her experience in phnnl2srna-the Hellish competition

that she and Ophelia had entered this past 2116q6n-tr2d made

her want to learn as much as she could about such paranormal

things. The competition itself had not worried Genevieve a

great deal when she'd entered. She'd known that her particu-

lar brand of inherited magic-from her and Ophelias father-
would make it easy to avoid all of the physical horrors and trials

within the Devil's Manor. But it had been frustrating to think
that if she did not have such magic, she would likely have not
gotten past a single day in the competition.

There had been plenty of opportunities for Genevieve to

tell Ophelia about her newfound desire to learn. But every time

Genevieve had tried, she'd found herself unable to admit how

foohsh she'd been. How she'd been running from her family,

from herself, for so long.

ENCHANTF.\

Nor had she been ready to admit the lar-{;': :'

.,"an.a scorning the paranormal' Because she r-' -'-'

;.;;- to win the affections of a man who'd ne'er r'

-j.-*i-rtrd" sounded overhead' slicing throush '-''

:. .lnnounce that the train rvould soon be apprtla;:

.,.fp1or"rrce' The closest city to her finat Jestir'''':

Genevieve's reflection in the window perketl 
''rp

She was so close now' So close to discoverins e:'

. -'..e hers.

She dug into the pocket of her cape and pul'c'

,-'..nph' S'.-h. had found it in her *o1hs1'5 lsou-I

.,,h oth", keepsakes {rom the life Tessie Grinrl :-

:r:rling down in New Orleans' A life that eten' l

-.,-'thing about'

The sepia-colored picture showed a man st:r-'

-:..ie Grimm, his arm slung over her shoulder' '

-'-rle their comtort wlth one another ver)' aPFi::

.'n'avs drew Genevieve's eye was the fact that i:'

' -ering matching heart'shaped lockets'

From the moment she found the photoera:

- '.1 iound herse!'f asking the same questions' Sh:

:.- -'ther's locket was connected to her familv's iu''e -

-..\\.aYS been meant to pass on to Ophelia up'-r-

-r: tth. Was the man in the picture a Necroma':':'

:- .'.r-e children? Were anv of them ' ' ' 1ike herl

.\nd so her curiosity grew over the years' Lr-':

''rqer resist it'

She flippe<1 the photograph in her hands 
'rn-:'

:. the back, written in her mother's elegant scl'l:

Barrington Siluer and Tessie Grimm'

The blast of the steam uhistle echoed a '-'

-:enevieve shoved the photograph deep int" .:-
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